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Introduction
For a number of years The All Ireland Club Championships which once was one of the main events of the calendar has struggled to attract teams from around the country, this is due to a number of reasons.

It would appear that there is an unfair advantage to certain clubs who do not have prequalifying events as they are not bound by guidelines which force clubs from the larger organisations to select and maintain their team months in advance of the event.

This document proposes to open up the rules and allow any member of Irish Squash to represent any affiliated club, in the past some of the top players in the world at the time have competed in this event.  

This offers a level playing field to all clubs around the country and hopefully will inspire players to form teams and ultimately rejuvenate the competition and return it to its former prestigious state.

Background
Irish Squash aim to reinstate the All Ireland Club Championships back to being one of the main events of the season, for this to happen a different format is proposed, although it may be impossible to satisfy all players and clubs it is a starting point which can be built upon.

Through the years players such as Anthony Hill (world top 10 at the time) and Austin Adarraga (semi finalist in The World Championships that same year) have competed representing Irish Clubs.
Historically not all Provincial Organisations have qualifying events which leaves those who do (arguably) placing an unfair disadvantage on their clubs.
Proposed New Format

This document proposes a radical change to the existing rules with a view of opening up the event to as many players, teams and clubs as possible.  Below is an outline of the overall proposal, finer details have still to be discussed;
Player eligibility

Players are entitled to play for any team as long as they are a member of Irish Squash.  This allows players to switch clubs for this event as long as they state their intention before November 1st.  Players can only represent one club and team lists (5 players and 1 sub) will be requested on the Monday prior to the event in ranking order, all players must be available for both weekends and the European final should they progress.  If a club/team who has qualified for the 2nd weekend has to bring in subs due to injury, these subs may only be of a ranking that is lower than their lowest ranked player from the first weekend and must be from the original panel that was nominated prior to November 1st.
Players on the winning team must be in a position to travel and represent their nominated team should they qualify for the European event.  Should a player not be eligible for the final event (in Europe) or choose to represent another club (having competed in the Irish event) there will be a fine of €1,000 imposed on the club and/or a playing ban from all Irish Squash events of one calendar year for all members of the team, this will be at the discretion of The Board of Irish Squash.
Team eligibility

Teams will be made up of 5 players (and 1 sub) and must play in the order in line with The Irish Squash rankings as per all events.  In the case that a non Irish ranked player is part of a team Irish Squash will consider PSA rankings or request information to aid his/her team position.  Irish Squash may over rule proposed rankings should they feel a player has been ranked outside of his/her position.  Teams are required to be of a high standard with the majority of players of ‘competition’ level.
Teams must be entered before November 1st and all clubs can nominate up to 9 players (5 team and 4 subs), this caters for any potential injury over the next 3 – 4 months.  All players nominated are then bound to that team for the duration of the event and must be in a position to play.  Names are submitted in alphabetical format at this stage.
Club eligibility

All clubs must have all affiliation fees paid in full to Irish Squash.  Clubs will be requested to enter by November 1st with a non refundable entry fee of €100.00 per team.  
Structure of Event
This will ultimately depend on the number of clubs who enter.  The desired format would be to have a series of pool games with the top teams progressing to a knock out section to select the overall winning team.  A second weekend has been listed to cater for more time in the case of a high entry, this will be known in early November.

Pool matches will be decided with all players competing for points (see below) while the knock out phase will be based on matches won and lost, matches will be played in the 5, 4, 1, 3, 2 format.

Scoring

Each rubber will have 5 points on offer (one per game) with an additional bonus point awarded per match won and so there will be a total of 30 points on offer per match in all of the pool matches – the following is an example;

Team A

Team B

Result


Points

Player 1

Player 1

3/0


5 - 0

Player 2

Player 2

3/1


4 - 1

Player 3

Player 3

3/2


3 - 2

Player 4

Player 4

3/2


3 - 2

Player 5

Player 5

1/3


1 - 4 

(Match points







16 – 9)
Overall points (Team A wins 4/1 = 4 – 1 bonus points)

20 - 10

Should two teams tie in points the winning team (defined by rubbers won) in their encounter will finish in the higher position.
In the event that there is a three team tie the points scored per game in each pool match will be totalled with the team scoring the highest number of points taking first place, the second highest taking second place, etc.  Should there be a tie for second the team who won the encounter will progress to the higher position.

Location

To be confirmed

It would be preferable to hold the Ladies and Men’s event at the same club if possible.  Separate locations could be used for each weekend should the event require more than one weekend to complete.

