Coaching Secretary Report 

Irish Squash AGM 2011
The idea of revamping the level 1 course has turned out to be a really good decision, we were in a position of not having any new coaches qualify anywhere in the country a few seasons ago.    
This year was the first time that Irish Squash held coaching courses in all four provinces in the one season, yes it has taken some time and a huge amount of work by many people, Irish Squash office staff, Irish Squash Tutors and Coaching Ireland staff in Limerick, and I would like to thank all involved for their help.      

Coaches were qualified in Dublin (12), Galway (11) Cork (12) and Belfast (5), with 2 more courses to be held in Munster and Connacht during the coming months.
Coaching Ireland:
Cathy Quinn and I met with Declan O’Leary and Liam Moggan a few times during the season in Limerick University they are very pleased with relationship Coaching Ireland and Irish Squash and the developments we have made in the last 2 to 3 years.

They asked if we would be interested in becoming one of the sports they have targeted for further planning, at a higher level, which would include Irish squash, Ulster squash, Sport N I and Coaching Ireland.

We think this can only be good for our sport and said yes we would be delighted to do so!
Tutors:  
Kieran Doherty from Ulster squash has completed the tutor training course in Limerick over the last six months and will graduate during the summer, well done and thank you to Kieran; I know he enjoyed it very much.

Ian Hackney and Jacob Guldback have been attending bridging requirements both in Limerick and Belfast as part of their requests for bridging to Coaching Ireland Tutors!

Well done to both as well!
National Coaches:
Coaches were assigned to all our various teams, and squads were held, there were some issues with assigned Coaches who then found themselves not available for a number of reasons, and with the late notice we had to reshuffle squads.
Coaching Seminar: 
As part of our grant process, we agreed with Coaching Ireland that we would hold Coaching Seminars and the second seminar was held in Fitzwilliam in March, we had a wide variety of presenters, including Derek Ryan, Canice Kennedy sports psychologist, Lucozade for sport presentation on nutrition, and also Kevin O’Brien on junior training program. 

This was a great day, very interesting topics and a great response from all who attended. 

Level 2:
This is the big one, and it has been a very difficult and frustrating year, we have been in contact with England Squash, from Gayle Kerrison, Zena Woolridge, CEO of England Squash Nick Ryder and a few more along the line. 

They say they are going to look at giving Irish Squash a licence, to enable us to use their course material to run courses, but they have failed to meet or discuss this subject to date for various reasons, for a long time they said that because of the problems Nick Ryder had with his terminally ill now deceased wife, it was put on the long finger, but only last week he has still failed to return any e-mails or calls from myself or the squash office. 
I have also spoke with European squash, as they have a licence from England but only to use on what they call under developed countries and Ireland is not an under developed country in squash terms .

I have had support from Swedish squash as they are also interested in getting a licence, I think European squash should open their licence to all European countries but we need to get more people on our side to do this!  
Coaching Conferences :    
I attended 2 Coaching Conferences first one in Dublin at the convention center in Sept 2010 which was organised by Coaching Ireland, I found this to be very interesting and a great help .

I also attended the England squash and racketball Coaching Conference in Birmingham in Dec 2010 again this was very interesting, and very benifical to both myself and Irish squash .

Meeting with Dunlop :    
Cathy Quinn and myself met with Dunlop UK to discuss the contract we have with them regarding squash balls and other equipment , I had picked up information at the coaching conference  that Dunlop were bringing out a new Mini Squash kit / equipment and they came and showed us what they had to offer .

We found the meeting to be very good and we increased out allocation of balls and also included more of the Dunlop range.     
Let me finish my report by saying that it has been a pleasure working with John O’Connor and the board, I would like to thank Pam and Cathy in the office for helping me to carry out my work as Coaching Sect, we would have been in contact on a daily basis and more often than not a few times a day.
As far as I’m concerned my work as Coaching Secretary is not complete, and  I am willing to carry on , but I have no intention of putting my name forward , when someone else has been asked to do so in my place.

I wish the new Coaching Secretary all the best in the future. 

As a point of information I have been asked to join European Squash Junior committee as they had a vacancy and I have agreed to do so!     

Regards Eddie      
