European Team Championships 2011

Coach report
As this was my first trip with the Irish team I am pleased to say it was a great success.  Having heard various tales of a social and disorganized group of players I was glad to experience nothing of the sort. 

The squad was supportive of each other, well prepared and focused on the court. The results speak for themselves: We only lost one match to Sweden, which could have gone either way. Against all other teams we won as result of a genuine 100% effort from all team members and support from each other.

As coach I felt respected and found all players to take advice and apply it to their best ability on and off the court. The addition of Paul Bell made my job much easier as it allowed me to focus on preparation and coaching entirely and I sensed the team also felt relaxed and confident in the coach and manager.

I would highlight Arthur Gaskin for His organization before matches (all drinks, snacks, towels etc were behind the court) His warm up was thorough and performance to the best of his ability. Graeme Stuart brought intense enthusiasm and experience and also gave everything on the court. Finally, Conor O’Hare was professional throughout, played 2 matches winning the final one 3-2 to clinch our victory against the Swiss, not an easy task under the pressure of this being his debut.

Looking forward to the World team Championships in August, I envisage a similar team and look forward to the same commitment from all members.

Beyond the World teams it is evident that we are desperate for younger players to ensure a positive future in the Euro and World teams. I am willing to help with this with support from Irish squash.

