Masters’ Squash Committee Meeting 

Fitzwilliam LTC.

a) 12/3/2011 *,   b) 13/3/2011 **.

Attendance: a) Des Connery, Martin McDonnell, Mairtín O’Meara, John O’Connor, Anne Costello, Brian Mahon; b) Des Connery, Martin McDonnell, Anne Costello, Brian Mahon.
Apologies: Michele Jackson.

Minutes
Meeting a) commenced at 7.40 p.m.      Meeting b) commenced at 2.30 p.m.

1. Minutes *: Minutes of previous meeting read & seconded.
2. Matters Arising *:                                                                                                             ~ Jim Hynes has e-mailed all who entered the postponed Connacht Masters’ Open inviting them to re-enter for March 25th & 26th.                                                             ~ Interprovincials: Date & venue [Leinster] confirmed for April 8th & 9th in Westwood. The Squash Office posted this confirmation on the webpage earlier this month.                                                                                                                              ~ Over 40s rankings and ‘Points Table’ were adjusted in line with information provided by Patrick Carty.
~ The Women’s O40s team has been withdrawn from the competition in Cardiff. Masters’ Secretary contacted the other nations in this regard and the Squash Office confirmed the pull-out with the other nations’  governing bodies.

~ Irish Masters’ Open: Women’s Over 55 & 60 categories were added to the original entry form.
~ Liaison between Masters’ Secretary, Squash Office and the Tournament Director regarding entries/affiliation/seedings for Irish Masters’ Open was very successful.
3. Correspondence *: ~ E-mail received from Aidan Coppinger concerning a late inclusion in the draw for the O40s section of the Irish Nationals was read, noted and discussed. The Masters’ Secretary’s response to that e-mail was endorsed.
~ E-mail from Dave Hardern [English Squash] concerning the cost of ‘the package’ offered by Irish Squash for this season’s Home Internationals, due to be held in Dublin, was discussed. John O’Connor pointed out that Dave’s quotes were not comparing ‘like for like’. The RSC agreed that the high standard of Ireland’s package should not be compromised for the sake of € 5.00 - € 10.00.

~ André Maur confirmed with the Squash Office that he would renew his membership of Irish Squash prior to commencing play on the Friday evening. The defending Over 45 champion signed and paid up, as agreed, on Friday afternoon.   

4. Irish Masters’ Open Over 35 /40 *: ~ 18th – 20th March.                                                                                        ~ Masters’ Secretary to liaise, through the Squash Office, with the tournament director regarding entries, affiliation & rankings for the tournament.

5. Fifth  Ranking 2010/2011 **: RSC drew up these lists, see Masters’ Page.
6. Points Tables **: Updated tables produced, see Masters’ Page.

7. Home Internationals *: 
	Categories
	Venues & Dates

	O40 / O60 Men
	 Cardiff, 22nd & 23rd April

	O35 / O55 Men & O35 Ladies
	Fitzwilliam, 29th & 30th April

	O50 / O70 Men & O50 Ladies
	Nottingham, 6th & 7th May

	O45 / O65 Men & O45 / O55 Ladies
	Edinburgh, 13th & 14th May


~ Teams & captains to be announced at the Connacht Masters’ Open Dinner on 26th March.
            ~ At the Cork meeting it was decided that players selected to represent Ireland in the     Home Internationals should be asked to contribute to the cost of both shirts and pennants.   The RSC agreed at tonight’s meeting that each player should be asked to make a contribution of  € 40.00. This player contribution, supplemented by a generous subvention by Irish Squash, should cover the costs of providing three high quality tops and three pennants for each representative player. John O’Connor to follow up ordering and supply for the men. Anne Costello to look after the ladies’ tops.
8. Dates for 2011 / 2012:

~ Provisional Calendar 2011/2012:
	Tournaments
	Dates

	Leinster Open
	 4th / 5th November [to be confirmed]

	Connacht Open
	 2nd / 3rd December [t.b.c.]

	Munster Open
	20th / 21st January [confirmed]

	Ulster Open
	17th / 18th February [confirmed]

	Irish Open
	9th / 11th or 16th / 18th March in Fitzwilliam [t.b.c.]

	Interprovincials
	30th / 31st   March [t.b.c.] 


9. Any Other Business: 
~ The RSC discussed the matter of the ‘8-player’ draw. It was decided that all Master’s Open competitions should use this format in the coming season. In order enhance competitiveness  / equity winners and runners-up in ‘B’ sections will be awarded more points. The ‘Points Structure’ [Men] will be reviewed during the summer.
~ Congratulations to our Masters’ World Champion, Barbara Sanderson. A special presentation was made to Barbara by John O’Connor, in recognition of her marvellous achievement of winning the Ladies’ Over 70 section of the World Championships in Cologne, last August.
~ Brian Williams spoke eloquently to the assembled players and fans about the recently deceased World-class referee Jack Flynn. Sympathies were extended to Jack’s surviving family members. Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.
          ~ Another fantastic squash weekend was enjoyed by all players and supporters at Fitzwilliam. Heartiest congratulations were expressed to Patrick Murray and his ‘merry men’ [Brian Williams, Tom Keenan & Brian McNally]  for their efforts in ensuring that a great time was had by all!
[Errors & omissions accepted.]

Meeting a) concluded at 7.00 p.m.      Meeting b) concluded at 3.20 p.m.
Next meeting scheduled for Saturday 26th March, in Galway.

Brian Mahon,

                                                                                                    Masters’ Secretary.

