Junior Secretary’s Report
Thanks to Volunteers and Clubs:

Irish Squash is very grateful to those clubs who make their facilities available for junior tournaments.  We would like also to acknowledge the contribution made by those volunteers who give their free time to help run our tournaments and I have listed some of them below.
	Event
	Host Clubs
	Volunteers to whom we are grateful

	Connacht Junior Open 
	Galway LTC.
	Edwin Brennan and all the team at the Galway LTC.

	Ulster Junior Open
	Belfast Boat Club.
	Kieran Doherty, Iain Hughes and the Ulster Squash staff.

	EMC2 Munster Junior Open
	Highfield and Sunday’s Well.
	Brian Dunbar, Gerry Connaughton and Kevin Quinlan.

	Leinster Junior Open
	Carlow LTC and Rathoe C.C.
	Tariq Zaki, Ger Holohan and James McDermott. 

	IACT Irish Junior Open
	Galway LTC.
	Edwin Brennan, Ger Holohan and John O’Connor.

	Irish Junior Nationals
	Galway LTC.
	Edwin Brennan and all at Galway LTC.

	Junior Interprovincial C’ship.
	Highfield.
	Brian Dunbar, Mary Dunbar and Kevin Quinlan.

	All-Ireland Schools C’ship.
	Lisburn Racquets Club
	Gareth Brown.


Junior Open Competitions:

Well done to all the players who entered the tournaments listed below.
	
	Connacht
	Ulster
	Munster
	Leinster
	Nationals

	U19 Boys
	Conor O’Shea
	Michael Stewart
	Conor Lavin
	Conor Lavin
	Stuart Hadden

	R-Up
	Daniel Harkin
	Conor O’Shea
	Cathal Hennessy
	Daniel Harkin
	Conor Lavin

	U19 Girls
	Elaine Ware
	Elaine Ware
	-
	Elaine Ware
	Jennifer Hegarty

	R-Up
	Rachel Black
	Jennifer Hegarty
	-
	Fiona O’Keeffe
	Elaine Ware

	U17 Boys
	Michael Craig
	Michael Craig
	Seán Conroy
	Seán Conroy
	Seán Conroy

	R-Up
	Ben Logan
	Cillian Dunne
	Cillian Dunne
	Ciarán Maher
	Michael Craig

	U17 Girls
	Breanne Flynn
	Breanne Flynn
	Breanne Flynn
	Breanne Flynn
	Breanne Flynn

	R-Up
	Labhaoise Dunbar
	Orna Murray
	Labhaoise  Dunbar
	Orna Murray
	Labhaoise Dunbar 

	U15 Boys
	David Ryan
	David Ryan
	Philip McSweeney
	David Ryan
	David Ryan

	R-Up
	Peter Hughes
	PhilipMcSweeney
	Ryan Luther
	Ryan Luther
	Philip McSweeney

	U15 Girls
	Fiona Power
	-
	-
	Aisling  Guerzoni
	Aisling Guerzoni

	R-Up
	Griffin Gillanders
	-
	-
	Griffin Gillanders
	Fiona Power

	U13 Boys
	Oisín Dunne
	Oisín Dunne
	Oisín Dunne
	Luke Logan
	Oisín Dunne

	R-Up
	Luke Logan
	Luke Logan
	Luke Logan
	Adam Fitzgerald
	Luke Logan

	U13 Girls
	Casey Luther
	Casey Luther
	Casey Luther
	Casey Luther
	Sinéad Walsh

	R-Up
	Stephanie Ryan
	Stephanie Ryan
	Stephanie Ryan
	Sinéad Walsh
	Stephanie Ryan


This season there was again the 50% entry fee subsidy courtesy of funds made available by Irish Squash President John O’Connor and that kept down the cost of entering these tournaments.  All 4 Provincial Opens were two day events this season and selection on Irish Teams was based on points gathered from 3 events (except for the U19s), further helping out in that regard.

International Teams:
Congratulations to the players who were selected on Irish Squash teams. I am sure that the experience gained will be a great help in their on-going development as players.

U13/U15 Five Nations Mixed Team Championships – Guildford, England
Under 13: Boys: Oisín Dunne (Leinster); Luke Logan (Leinster); Adam Fitzgerald (Connacht) and Reserve Frank O’Dea (Leinster).  Girls: Casey Luther (Leinster), Sinéad Walsh (Munster) and Reserve Stephanie Ryan (Leinster).

Under 15: Boys: David Ryan (Leinster); Philip McSweeney (Munster); Ryan Luther (Leinster) and Reserve Stephen Quigley (Connacht) who was injured prior to the event and was replaced by Nikita Gilevisky.
Girls: Fiona Power (Connacht); Griffin Gillanders (Leinster) and Reserve Roisín Ó Shea (Connacht).

U15/U17 Team Championships - Germering, Germany
Under 15: Boys: David Ryan (Leinster); Philip McSweeney (Munster) and Reserve Ryan Luther (Leinster).

Girls: Fiona Power (Connacht) and Reserve Griffin Gillanders (Leinster).

Under 17: Boys: Seán Conroy (Leinster); Michael Craig (Ulster) and Reserve Cillian Dunne (Leinster).

Girls:  Breanne O’Flynn (Leinster) and Reserve Labhaoise Dunbar (Munster).

U19 European Championships - Lucerne, Switzerland

Boys:  Michael Stewart (Ulster), Conor O'Shea (Connacht) and Conor Lavin (Leinster). Girls:  Elaine Ware (Leinster) and Jennifer Hegarty (Connacht).
The amount spent on international junior teams this season was a record €21,200 comprising the budgeted €15,000, an additional €3,000 from masters players, again courtesy of John O’Connor’s fund-raising, and €3,200 left over from last season (remember the Volcanic Ash?).  This allowed for a subsidy that amounted to 81% of the cost of sending teams away on International duty and parents contributed the rest.

The Laura Thornton Squash Fair Play Award:

The Junior Committee selected Labhaoise Dunbar for this award recognising fair play and good sportsmanship and Irish Squash President John O’Connor made the presentation at the Junior Interpros in Highfield, Cork.
Junior Secretaries:

Many thanks to Brian and Mary Dunbar in Munster, Edwin Brennan in Connacht, Kieran Doherty in Ulster and Tariq Zaki in Leinster who were junior administrators for their provinces again this season and whose help was invaluable during throughout the season.  This is a key role in junior squash and as representation on behalf of juniors comes through provincial secretaries it is essential that each province has its person in place in good time for the start of the new season.  Volunteers are crucial to squash in Ireland and nowhere more so than in this vital junior area.  Hopefully we will be fortunate in continuing to attract good people to the role of junior secretary in each of the provinces. 
The Board of Irish Squash:

I would also like to thank the board of Irish Squash for their support for junior squash throughout the season.  I am sure they will not mind if pay special tribute to four of their number with whom I served the longest and without whom I would have found the job un-doable . . . . .  Irish Squash President, John O’Connor for the  enthusiasm and energy he brought to the job, for the extra funds he made available for juniors and for his attendance at so many of our junior events throughout his time in office; Eddie Murphy as coaching secretary provided the essential coaching work as well as taking on the added responsibilities of accompanying our U19s on their many adventures both in Europe and the World at large; many thanks also to Gerry Connaughton for his generosity in giving his time in helping with the ranking points arising out of all of those junior tournaments and also to his crucial, if unseen, work as Irish Squash Children’s Officer.  To Michael J. Hynes I say a sincere go raibh míle maith agat as ucht do dhíbeart ar son na cúise! 
Throughout the season Cathy and Pam in the Irish Squash office took on a huge share of the work relating to juniors and I thank them for that.
Next Season:

I have been lucky to meet many interesting players, parents, coaches and volunteers over the last three years as Junior Secretary for Irish Squash.  I thank them all and wish my successor an equal measure of good fortune.
Yours in sport, 
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