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A chairde,

At this stage our Open tournament cycle has been completed. Some of us have just returned from a wonderful weekend in The West. A big ‘Thank you’ to Jim and his crew for endeavouring to ensure that a good time was had by all.
It was indeed wonderful to see the twinkle back in Neil O’Sullivan’s eye. As he left the court on Saturday evening, following a 3 – 0 defeat at the hands of fellow Corkonian John Dineen, Neilly smiled up to the gallery. It reminded me of the final scene from ‘The Colour of Money’ when Paul Newman’s ‘Fast Eddie’ Felson punched the air and declared, ‘I’m back!’
We have enjoyed some fantastic competition, camaraderie and fun at the various tournaments this season. Take a bow Patrick, Éamonn, Dessie and the aforementioned Jim!

That same Jim was the extremely popular recipient of this season’s ‘Irish Squash Person of the Year Award’, which was presented at the Connacht Masters’ Open dinner last Saturday evening. Just recognition for all of the unseen hours of planning and preparation which the ‘Quiet Man’ of Connacht Squash has given over the last number of years.
Well done to all of you, the players, without whom these events would be not happen.
In his introduction to ‘Born to Run’ Mr, Springsteen frequently yells, ‘….In the end nobody wins unless everybody wins!’ Going by that dictum we have all managed to achieve a win!

And there’s more…! The Masters’ Interpros, to be held on April 8th & 9th in Westwood, beckon! News from The West is that the inspirational, irrepressible Alf Kavanagh has declared himself fit to play. We all look forward to welcoming Alf back into the competitive arena.

[Please spare a thought for Eugene O’Sullivan, who is at present fighting in the hardest match of his career to date. I am sure that our prayers and best wishes are with Eugene and his family at this time.]
Congratulations to those who have been selected to represent Ireland at the upcoming Home Internationals.
See you in Westwood!

Mar fhocal sciorr, pay heed to the wise words of ‘Van the Man’, ‘Let’s enjoy it while we can!’

Le gach dea-ghuí, 

Brian Mahon.
