Masters’ Squash: Annual Report 2010-2011.
As we mature in years, time definitely flashes by at breath-taking speed. It only seems like yesterday when I penned my first letter to you as Masters’ Secretary. 

Saturday May 14th saw the curtain come down on the 2010-2011 season for us Masters, with the Home Internationals event [WO45, WO55, MO45, MO65] in Edinburgh, however preparations were already at an advanced stage for the new season’s campaign! T.C., sipping a ‘medicinal’ Burgundy, was trying to decide whether or not he will play a lob-service at 9 - 9, in the deciding match against England’s number one, in next year’s MO65 event!!!
Kielty and his braves, re-energised following a stunning performance in Cardiff, have already hit the beaches in order to get the ‘serious’ stamina-work done early on in the pre-season! 

The girls, boosted by marvellous displays by Caroline, Rosie and Barbara, are once again “mad for it”!

Our Masters’ Committee pre-season preparations got underway on August 7th last, with the first Masters’ Committee meeting of 2010-2011. It was great to welcome along Anne Costello and Michele Jackson – the first of four women Provincial Reps to join our number. Helen Reapy and Clare Jones were subsequently added to the ticket. 
Signs were looking good for our “Is féidir linn” 2010-2011 season and there was little doubt that “Sisters are doing it for themselves” as they reviewed and amended the Women’s Tournament Points Structure & Ranking Guidelines.
The circuit kicked off with the Leinster Masters’ Open on November 5th. Title winners: WO55/60: Anita Mylotte; WO50: Mary O’Duffy; WO40/45: Michele Jackson; MO65/70: Tom Cantwell; MO60: Stanley Campbell; MO55A: Martin McDonnell; MO55B: Steve Ewer; MO50A: Peter Cassidy; MO50B: John Dineen; MO45A: Eddie Murphy; MO45B: Jim Flynn; MO45C: Liam Butler.  Sincere thanks to Patrick Murray and his team of Brian Williams, Brian McNally & Tom Keenan for all of their great work prior to and during the tournament. Patrick & co. ensured that all players & guests enjoyed another splendid weekend at Fitzwilliam.
Following the Ulster O35/40 Open on November 26th & 27th, run by Gareth Brown [Title winners: MO35: David Ayerst; MO40: John Dullaghan], the Connacht Open was next up for grabs on December 3rd & 4th. All preparations had been made by Jim, Michael J. and their team only for them to be forced, due to unprecedented weather conditions, to postpone the event at the eleventh hour.

The Irish Nationals event took place at Fitzwilliam on December 17th – 19th, with the O35 and O40 sections hotly contested, under the watchful eyes of Ed Dunne and John O’Connor. Title winners: WO35: Helen Reapy; MO35: David Ayerst; MO40: Eoin Ryan.
Éamonn O’Keeffe, Martin McDonnell and ‘the usual suspects!’ ensured that a great weekend was enjoyed by all Cois Laoi, at the Munster Masters’ Open, on January 21st & 22nd. Title winners: WO50: Mary O’Duffy; WO45: Ann Gray; MO65: Noel Murphy; MO60: Des Connery; MO55: Martin McDonnell; MO50A: Peter Cassidy; MO50B: Neil O’Sullivan; MO45A: Eddie Murphy; MO45B: Anthony O’Connell.  
At the Ulster Masters’ Open, on February 18th & 19th, Des Connery, Stanley, Myrtle and Lynda delivered a fantastic weekend in Belfast, as is their wont. During preparations no detail was considered too small. All went like clockwork. An excellent dinner at the Boat Club, accompanied by the dulcet tones of Alan Taylor ensured that the Saturday evening celebrations were extremely enjoyable. Title winners: WO55: Christine McIlroy; WO50: Ruth Coates; WO40: Caroline Coyle; MO70: Alex Richardson; MO65: Tom Cantwell; MO60: Aubrey Waddy; MO55: Kyran Hurley; MO50A: Peter Cassidy; MO50B: Gerry McGoldrick; MO45A: Tommy Horgan; MO45B: Alan Taylor.
The Fitzwilliam Irish Masters’ Open, which usually takes place after all provincial tournaments have been completed, was held this season on March 11th - 13th. Another successful and most enjoyable weekend was had by all thanks to Patrick and his experienced crew. National Title winners: WO60: Anita Mylotte; WO55: Norrie O’Grady; WO50: Mary O’Duffy; WO45: Michele Jackson; WO40: Caroline Coyle; MO65: Tom Cantwell; MO60: Jim Campbell; MO55: Kyran Hurley; MO50: Peter Cassidy; MO45: André Maur.
Mount Pleasant & Old Belvedere Squash Clubs hosted the Irish Masters’ O35/40 Open on March 18th & 19th. John O’Connor, Maria, Marian & co. looked after the youngsters again this season! National Title winners: WO35: Jenny Dillon; MO35: Rob Staunton; MO40: Anthony Lyons.
Was Connacht keeping the best wine until last?! The re-scheduled Connacht Masters’ Open took place at Threadneedle Road on March 25th & 26th. Great games, mouth-watering refreshments (we even had a dessert on the Friday night!) and the usual Connacht “Céad Míle Fáilte” ensured that the Open was its usual, outstanding success. Well done Jim, Michael J. et al.  The ‘Irish Masters’ Squash Person of the Year Award’ was presented to the ‘Quiet Man’ of Connacht Squash, Jim Hynes, in recognition of his huge contribution to the sport over the last number of years. Take another bow Jim! Title winners: WO40: Norrie O’Grady; MO65: Ciarán Roche; MO60: John Kielty; MO55A: Martin McDonnell; MO55B: Dave Lalor; MO50: Damian O’Reilly; MO45: Neil Stone-Wigg.
Leinster hosted the Masters’ Interprovincials competition in Westwood on April 8th & 9th (see report on Masters’ page). Great efforts by Patrick and his experienced team, supplemented by Westwood’s excellent facilities and the glorious weather ensured that a marvellous weekend was had by the teams at the South County Dublin venue.

Home Internationals:
The events for which we put ourselves through all of this season-long pleasure/pain began with a long Good Friday and Easter Saturday in Cardiff. We could not field a WO40 team, however our MO40 and MO60 teams flew the flag with pride. The MO40s lost out 3/2 to Wales, with victories secured by both Jonathan Simpson & John Dillon. In the end however they finished up at the bottom of their group. The MO60 team was delighted to have the talents of squash legend David Gotto at its disposal. David was added to the depleted O60 squad at short notice. Kielty galvanised his troops. Although they suffered a nail-biting 3-2 defeat to England on the Friday evening, they bounced back with 5-0 and 4-1 wins against Scotland and Wales, respectively. A fantastic weekend’s work was put in by Terry Norman, who won all three of his matches. Captain Kielty noted in his post-dinner speech on the Saturday evening that he had never, in over twenty-five years at Masters’ Home International events, encountered such a muted England squad. The overall results table showed that the Irish had come tantalizingly close to outright victory in the section: England 53 points, Ireland 46 points. Ireland, at MO60, has that title firmly fixed in its sights for 2012.

Next up was the WO35, M035 and MO55 Home International event in Europe’s premier venue, Fitzwilliam LTC, on the May Bank Holiday weekend. Our resurgent Rosie Collins and unstoppable Caroline Coyle drove their team forward. Even though the girls ultimately finished up with the ‘wooden spoon’, they showed that they can be a force to reckon with in the coming year. The MO35 team, inspired by Saoirse Murphy’s photo (lodged proudly in Dad Neal’s wallet) put in a great weekend’s performance to finish clear in 2nd place, on a very respectable total of 37 points. Our senior team [MO55] started with a hard-won 3/2 victory over Scotland. Saturday morning saw them beat Wales 4/1, however injury and high mileage on their clocks put paid to their brave bid, as they went down 5/0 to England in the final match. [Given that Martin McDonnell couldn’t manage a last-minute return flight from Vancouver, the lads did very well indeed!]
The Park, Nottingham hosted the next Home Internationals event with the WO50s, MO50s and MO70s in action on the weekend of May 6th and 7th. Captain Anne Costello led by example, winning her matches against both Wales and Scotland. The other members of the WO50 team gave their all, but the ladies finished up in 4th place in their section. The MO50 team registered several wins, with Neil O’Sullivan looking after his Welsh opponent and both John Dineen and Damian O’Reilly victorious in their matches against Scotland. However, the team ended up at the tail-end of their category. Brian McNally’s MO70 crew could only enjoy two matches in Nottingham, as Scotland failed to field a team. Brian played a stormer on the Friday evening against his English opponent. He had match ball on two occasions, but didn’t manage to convert either. Deryck Patterson did the business at number 4, with a closely fought 3/2 victory. Saturday morning saw the Over 70s pitted against Wales [the eventual winners]. Performance of the day was produced by Tom Hannon, scoring a no-nonsense 3/0 at number 3. Our vanquished teams left Nottingham with their heads held high, having given it their best shot!
The fourth and final Home Internationals Masters’ weekend, as previously mentioned, was held in Edinburgh on May 13th & 14th. The beautiful surroundings and excellent team hotel facilities inspired the Frank Fahey led MO65 team to a gallant second-place in their category. The ever-green Noel Murphy was unbeaten in his three starts at Edinburgh Sports Club. Our WO45 team battled hard [wins for Clare Jones against Scotland and Caroline Coyle against Wales], as did the three-player WO55 team [Barbara Murray with a fantastic 3/1 victory over the English No. 1], but in the end they finished in fourth and third places in their respective groups. The MO45 team, captained by Tommy Horgan, gave their all. Excellent results achieved by Neil Stone-Wigg against Scotland and Dave Flynn against Wales. Unfortunately the MO45s also finished in 4th spot in their category. Beidh lá eile!
That concludes the Masters’ Report for 2010-2011. I hope that you followed my advice during the season and “…enjoy(ed) it while we can”!
Great to see Alf Kavanagh back in competition again [Masters’ Interprovincials 2011] and I ask you to continue to keep Eugene O’Sullivan in your prayers, as he continues his toughest challenge to date, bidding to recover his rude, good health. Knowing Eugene and his mettle, he will continue to fight all the way.

Have a great summer and go easy on those early morning 20k runs! 
                                                                                                                     Le gach dea-ghuí,

                                                                                                              Brian Mahon.

Masters’ Secretary. 

