Report  - Richard McMeekin

Ulster Senior Open 2010 – 27-29 November 2010

Belfast Boat Club was once again the venue for the biggest squash

event in Northern Ireland as the Ulster Senior open took place last

weekend.

The Men’s event seen a wonderful blend of current and former

internationals and home grown talent as well as the top players from

Ireland.

Arthur Gaskin started the tournament as strong favourite, the Irish

number one who has a world ranking of 141 took on the experienced

Derek Ryan in this year’s final. The last time these two met was in

the final of the Leinster Open in October where Arthur won 3-2.

The first game went according to the script with Arthur’s speed and

accuracy proving too much for Derek. The former world number 80,

Gaskin was showing true class with an exhibition of squash shots and

taking the first and second game comfortably.

The third game seen a change of fortune for Arthur, with Derek forcing

mistakes and providing the crowd with a great display in how to play

against a player with speed like Arthur.

Gaskin continued to self destruct in the fourth with loose drop shots

gifting Derek points. The newly crowned over 40 world champion duly

took his chances and made the match go to a deciding game.

As expected the final game was a nervous, tension filled game, however

it was by far the highest quality of squash. Both players traded blows

and neither could gain the advantage until the last few points where

Arthur found his top gear and won the tournament with the final game

ending  11-9.

Cookstown’s Tanya Owens won the Ladies event at the weekend, winning

all her matches in the Round Robin event. The Ladies event was

diminished with the exclusion of the Irish team who are competing in

the Women’s World Team Championships in New Zealand.

The Men’s B final was a tightly contested event with Chris O’Kane and

Ben Craig competing in a feisty final. Both guys level of fitness was

never in question as every point resulted in long strenuous rallies

with neither giving an inch. It was Chris in the end who gathered

enough composure to win as both players made mistakes in the final

game.

David Ayerst came out on top in the Men’s over 35 final. It was a

battle of Ulster team mates as he took on Jeremy Hastings in a scrappy

final. Ulster’s John Dullaghan won convincingly in the Over 40

category against.
