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CONNACHT REPORT - 

This year’s WORLD SQUASH DAY was celebrated widely throughout Ireland in many locations targeting all people in the community. The main theme of the day was “here come the girls” aimed at encouraging new female players of all ages into the sport, however that didn’t stop the males taking to the courts as well. There were several different events planned for Galway either on world squash day itself, the week leading up to it or the week after it, but all the events had the same goal – to promote our sport and grow the playing numbers at all levels. Outlined below are a summary on all the events that took place.

University Challenge – NUI Galway vs UCC

The second annual challenge match between the two universities took place on Saturday 5th November as was branded the WORLD SQUASH DAY challenge match. Both universities promoted the event in their internal newspapers and gave a profile boost to their clubs. The UCC club organised 15 players to travel for the events (10 male and 5 female). The squash itself was a close battle between the two third level institutes with UCC out for revenge after the defeat from their rivals on their home courts last season. However after the 15 matches it was the home team who were victorious on this occasion.  Both universities squash clubs have grown considerably in the past number of seasons and events like these help encourage new players by giving an opportunity to compete outside of the very competitive annual Intervarsity competition. Hopefully events like these will build a stronger relationship with Irish Squash into the future.

Sports Expo –

In association with the Galway City Sports Partnership a sport expo was organised in Eyre Square in Galway City. The theme for the event which was planned to coincide with national recreation week (which happened to fall at the same time as WORLD SQUASH DAY) was for all the sports clubs in Galway city to promote their sport and encourage new players to try it out. There was a great footfall in the shopping centre on the day and plenty of interested people. From the squash point of view the aim was to promote our ‘come and try it events’ which would be run in Galway LTC.

Come and Try it events – 

As a result he successful sports expo event in Galway city some ‘come and try it’ events were held in Galway LTC. They were open to everyone and current club members were encouraged to bring down their school friends, work colleagues, neighbours, or family members to give them a chance to try something new. It proved very popular with everyone who attend and many of them said them will return to our weekly open night and hopefully join up. 

Overall the events organised locally complimented those run in other parts of the country and made for a very successful WORLD SQUASH DAY. We hope to build further on these successes with development programmes and other local events aimed at promoting and growing squash in the community. 

Finally, thanks go to the NUIG and UCC clubs for their involvements, Galway LTC for hosting the events, everyone who helped promote the events and of course to Irish Squash for their continued support of the development and promotion of squash in the province. 

Edwin Brennan

Connacht Regional development Officer

