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Curragh
Squash Club
hosts Euro
Pro squash
tournaments

Neal Murphy Irish Champion and world

mate  Conor
to the delight of Moran wond Hanked a7,
Kidare  sussh Players, the  Ots Logn, Alox Smith and
v est of European  David Ryan. All the men’ top
squash len arived o The seeds came to win and got
Curragh club last weekend.  stuck into each other from
‘The last minute upgrade  thefirst point.
to tus Junior Inlsmduondl nck
meant world ranking points 0 Flynn,
were on offer. All of asudden Junior World Champwnsmp
in France, was trying to break
Ireland arrived withaninflux  through o the _senior
of British world ranked rankings. His matches with
players to 3dd a seious edge  Cavin Lestrange and Conor
totheweekend. Moran over the weekend
at_evolved was the  showed his iy ¢ competa
highest standard of squash  atthe highest level
ever played in the club and a The level of squash for lhe

the Anthony Frahill Cup. B e e S of
Treland and top women squash seen ever in
d by Breanne Flynn,  Curragh Squash club.

currently Ireland’s number 1

with a World Ranking of 124.  BIG UPSET

A serious challenge for the  The first real dog fight
ould come  came with Number 4 seed

from up and coming Englh and lncal fwvourte_ Olsin

tour player Jasmin Kalar.

Based in London Jasmin just challenger Wil Saer m the

Niamh Darcy, Rachel Buckley, Roisin 0'Shea, Ciara Moloney

t work of the Irish home favourite and Irish
challengersonhersldeoﬁhe champion Breanne Flynn
wome drax '

it
Inlernational Junlors Sarsh.  Jashin Ralar i
Jane Smith, Sophic Thomas final of the Currag
and Rachel Buckley from  BSA.

Galway all found the London

plyer toohot tohandle CLUB PLAYERS ACTION
Although Kalar was run _Alongside the PSA event a
close in 2 games by Hannah full entry for club pl

McGuganinthe semifinalthe  from around
English lady was showing full swing and pulling even
serousintent. Veryquickand - bigger crowds than some of
PSA  matches. Neil

200 ranked playersandcame  In a 9o minute epic Oisin
o Kidare Jooking to spoil Lo o the deigh of the
Irishhopes. home crowd ran Will Salter

in is an exceptional  intotheground, creatir
athlete with fantastic speed upsetandshowingthequality
around the court and avery of Irish squash talent on
attacking game. Her arrival ~show. The early exit for the
really added an international - England touring pro had him
dimenion to the women' s

nt.

"o on show were a host  raw Davia Ryan and Alex
of Irish International players  Smith played out an ulra
including Ciara Moloney  aggressive fin
from Carlow, and Kamnah  mateh " hightghting the
McGuigan from Belfast. Irish  commitment
Junior Internationals Sophie  these players. Alex Smith
escaped with the win, leaving
Smith also arrived in Kildare a_seriously unhappy David
looking to win their first  Ryan behind.
‘world ranking points. With Irish team places to
England's* Will ~Salters  be picked later in the year all

Londoner was shoving her Brann Brannigan,alifelong
World ranking was #'true  Currsgh club man,
relectionofher abil iy

the
highest ranked player n the  game. Long time rval Phi
event, was also making short “The Power’ Coleman_also
work  of her opponents. made short work of all
Niamh Darcy from Dublin, - comers on his side of the
Roisin O'Shea, Galway and
Maria OBrien, Wateriord all  The semi final line up for
w Currag)
Her domination of the mid clubmates Neil Brannigan
courtalongwithherexcellent  and Phil Coleman up against
reach to retrieve difficult  Brian Lalor from Tullamore
shotsmade her unbeatablein  and Indian entrant Abisthek
the early rounds.
However her semi Final
opponent Carlow's Ciara
Moloney decided Breanne  caused an early exit for both
was. ot going past her Nams

‘These semi final matches

i
real anticipation in the Men's  the physical edge and often
mingham  boiled over into all out

second  games seriouslytight

based player broke into the “This  only

10p 200in the world and was ~ added ith

looking to take on all comers packed vlewmg galleries to

for the mens top prize. Will  see theeffort.

fancied a quick tour of the  The top 2 seeds Sam

Curragh,asmashandgrabon  Buckley and Conor Moran

the PSA cash prize and away  progressed _through ~early

witl ranking  round matehes etting up an

points. Waiting for him was all Irish line up for the semi

an incredibly_strong lnsh

men's entry with the Top

Trih fanked playersll eady  LADIES PSA

foraction. Meanwhile Jasmin Kalar
Sam  Buckley, current  in the ladies PSA was making

wer
created very difficult situ- affairs and with plenty of
f local ey, made for reat

bot

‘Sam Buckley and Alex Smith mens Semi Final

ANTHONY FRAHILL CUP
With all other matches

played only the PSA Finals

were left to_play for the

Anthony  Frahill  Cup.

Breanne Flynn was first on
tagainst JasminKal

with,

Although Kalar tried her
hard running game to tire out
the Irish champion she never
really came close to upsetting

Ciara ‘uceda very tight  viewnng aress full of family

‘The Irish champ went out

length game and high lob ol
shots over her taller battleitout.
opponent to twist and turn  The final between Neil
thelrishchampion. Ciarawas  Brannigan and Brian Lalor
erving to win at least one  was a great local derby with
of the first two games for her  Neil Brannigan winning a
forts. She ensured Breanne  tight final. ‘Branno’ was
Rada serious fghtalltheway _ sultably  delighted having
totheendbut thefitterplayer  backed up his number
seeding with a tournament

won,
The final would see the

and dominate her smaller
faster_opponent.  Breannes
hard hitting drives started
creating the opening spaces

v her volley attack game.

e Londoner  Kalar,
although highly  World
ranked, looked nervous and
found the power game of
Flynn impossible to deal

Breanne. With s sultable
punchofthe irindeli
Tocal crowd weredehgmzd to

exhibition of

win for Breanns and her PEA
rto

EreakingintotheliteWorlds

top100women players.

MEN'S PSA FINAL
‘The Men's PSA final of Sam

Nell Brannigan and Phil Caleman men's semfnal local event

Buckley and Conor Moran fitness and skill playing out
lined up the two long time  an astonishing match.

club mates, Irish team mates
and currently the top two  Sam Buckley who came out
playersin Ireland. ‘with the win, but to everyone

o :
a backward step and both a pleasure to see squash
sarted out with  hugely  playedat hislevel
physical  gameplan,  each ankyou toaliwho came
her
in the hope ofcreating easir. The. Carragh. Squien. Club,
points tovards theend ofthe  After over 2and halfyears of
closure  due to  Covid
As “each player pushed restrictions The Curragh
harder the other responded.  Squash club and gym are
A 90 minute exhibition of delightedtobebackopenand
physically ~ punishing and  looking for new players and Mens Final Sam Buckley and Canor Moran
aggressive play combined members.
with  perfect technical
execution of drop shots and
Job shots ke the
packed gallery in,
[t e the highest qualty
game eter played on_the

For only €250 per year
3 for full squash and full gym
plzyerﬁndmswayso‘geﬂmg membership the club can
advantageonlytobemetwith  supply racquets _and
equally mugh recovery play  equipment to help people get
fromthe opponent. started and get it.

As the match progressed

the watching audience no @ Foranyoneinterestedin

Neal Murphy

 Niamh Darcy, Sophie Thomas
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